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Extracts from the Annual Report for 1904-1905 

Within the past two or three years the art museums of this 
country have shown a laudable tendency toward co-operation, 
by the adoption of a more liberal policy, which must result in 
the extension of the educational influence of these institutions. 
Unfriendly and jealous competition has largely given place to 
generous rivalry and a spirit of reciprocal helpfulness, where- 
by the best results obtained by practical experience have 
been generously placed by many of the museums at the dis- 
posal of others. By this means the entire museum system 
throughout the country has been greatly benefited. It has been 
the aim of this Museum to secure, by patient investigation and 
experiment, an improvement of methods relating to classifica- 
tion and arrangement of exhibits. An interchange of ideas with 
the Directors of other progressive museums has been mutually 
helpful. Perfection can never be reached through that narrow 
self-sufficiency or conservatism which has generally obtained in 
the past, and which eventually must lead to inaction, if not decay. 

By the retirement of many of the least meritorious objects in 
the various departments the value of the collections has been 
greatly enhanced and room has been secured for the accommo- 
dation of the more desirable material recently acquired. By this 
weeding-out process many imitations, reproductions and coun- 
terfeits of well-known ceramic wares, such as unavoidably creep 
into every collection, have been withdrawn, and these will be 
made to serve a useful purpose by being displayed together in 
such manner as will .enable investigators to distinguish genuine 
from spurious wares. This feature of the exhibits will be a 
distinct advance in museum work. 



A valuable feature of museum work has been added since the 
appearance of the previous Annual Report, by the establishment 
of a Bureau of Identification, through which possessors of art 
objects may obtain desired information. The Curator, with the 
generous assistance of several specialists and authorities in 
various departments of art, has undertaken to furnish such data 
as may be obtainable relative to specimens submitted for an 
opinion. Many collectors, from all sections of the country, have 
already availed themselves of this opportunity to obtain assist- 
ance in their studies, and a large number of examples, particu- 
larly of pottery and porcelain, have been identified for them. 

On January 1, 1903, the first number of the Bulletin of the 
Museum was issued, and since that date it has appeared regu- 
larly as a quarterly publication. This innovation in the museum 
work of this country has met with gratifying success. Several 
other museums have quickly fallen into line and are now issuing 
similar periodicals, and the time is not far distant when every 
important museum in the country will have its official sheet, 
which at stated intervals will appear for the information of its 
patrons and friends. An awakened interest in this Museum is 
already directly traceable to the publication of the Bulletin, 
and a number of valuable exhibits and new members have been 
obtained through its dissemination. Until recently copies have 
been distributed among the visitors without charge, but as a 
large proportion fell into unappreciative hands, the Committee 
of the Museum decided to restrict the distribution hereafter to 
those who are especially interested, by fixing a nominal charge 
for copies, which may be bought at the entrance. 
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